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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 
NORTHERN GOLDFIELDS PROJECTS 

Statement 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.29 pm]: 
During question time earlier today, Hon Nick Goiran asked a question that he claimed he had submitted 
in November. He was somewhat disgruntled when I was unable to provide the answer. I just want to make it clear 
that in January, parliamentary services contacted all members and told them that all questions that had been 
submitted in 2018 would be withdrawn from ministers’ files and should be resubmitted if still required. I think 
that was an entirely appropriate thing for parliamentary services to do. A question that is more than six months old 
would indeed be answered in such a way that could be quite out of date. I want to get that on the record. Perhaps 
members could note that in the future. 
I was hoping to get an opportunity to talk about this matter during question time today. A bit of argy-bargy has 
been going on in the goldfields about the fate of $4 million that we had retrieved from a community hub project 
in Laverton. That money was put into a fund that was to be used as seed funding for the development of Laverton 
Hospital. Now that we have had a commitment from the federal government to fund Laverton Hospital, that 
$4 million is no longer needed for that purpose. There has been lots of agitation about how that will be spent. 
Hon Kyle McGinn and I have been working very hard on this project. We are committed to reallocating that 
$4 million to northern goldfields projects. We have been working with the shire, for example. We think that its 
project to develop a terminal at Laverton is very necessary. We saw it there the other day. It is certainly not a simple 
repurposed old house. It is not appropriate for both regular passenger transport and the volume of fly in, fly out 
services that operate through that. We are very keen to work with Councillor Patrick Hill and the shire generally 
to work out what would be an appropriate allocation for that project. 
We have been working on projects for aged care in both Leonora and Laverton. For various reasons, those 
projects have not been able to get up. Neither land issues nor value-for-money issues have been able to be 
resolved satisfactorily. I have asked Hon Kyle McGinn to chair a working group to work out how we can deliver 
a cost-effective aged-care solution for both Laverton and Leonora. We will be working on those particular projects 
over the coming months. However, I want to assure the community that that money will be dedicated to those 
projects in the northern goldfields. 
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